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market towns for the fertile fringe of the riviera. 
For this narrow slope of land between the foot of the 
Kozjac cliffs and the Gulf of Salona is remarkably 
rich, the reason being that it is abundantly watered 
by rivulets which burst out from the foot of the 
limestone crags. These Castelli were perhaps 
built originally by the people of Traii to guard 
their city from attack by Slavs, Avars or Turks, 
working from Klissa along the shores of the gulf. 
Under Venetian rule they were granted as fiefs to 
certain patrician families. A  drive of about two 
hours and a half brings you to Traii. Though the 
Imperial topographer declares that Traii is a little 
island in the sea {Terpayyovpiv ¡xncpov eari VTjaiov ev tj 
OaXdcrcrr]), he immediately contradicts this description 
by saying that it is connected with the mainland 
by a narrow neck like a bridge (ê cw ical rp a x^ ov 
ecus rrjs <yrjf arevwrarov hitcijv yetpvpiov), and Traii S most 
notable son, Joannes Lucius, historian of Dalmatia, 
following Thomas, the Archdeacon of Spalato, 
who again copies the Emperor, repeats the same 
description, which, as a matter of fact, is accurate. 
Traii was a peninsula till, for purposes of defence, 
the townsmen cut through the narrow neck, and 
we now enter the town by a bridge across :l 
sluggish channel. On the opposite side, where the


