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On M ay 1 and on each o f  the following days the members 
o f the society repair daily to do homage to the Rector 
and the chief authorities, who encourage them, and give 
them sweetmeats as a reward for the trouble they are 
talcing. T h e ceremonies round the maypole are accom­
panied by fireworks and discharges o f small cannon, and 
on the evening o f  the third day the maypole is set on 
fire. W hile it is burning splendid fireworks are set 
going. T h e  whole company then repair to the house o f 
the page, whose father receives formal thanks.”  1

A  symbol o f  Hungarian suzerainty, possibly con­
nected with the M ay festival, is the so-called statue o f  
Orlando. In many mediaeval towns a pillar was erected 
in the chief square, from the summit o f  which the public 
crier proclaimed the enactments o f the Government. 
H ere, too, the people were wont to gather when their 
consent was required, and near this spot capital sentences 
were sometimes executed. T he pillar also served as a 
support for the city standard. It was usually adorned 
with a statue o f  a warrior, whence it was called in 
German towns the Rolandssaule or Rolandsbild, Roland 
being the symbol o f Imperial authority. Such a monu­
ment did not exist at Ragusa until the fifteenth century, 
when Sigismund, King o f H ungary, the city’s pro­
tector, was elected Emperor o f Germany. The Roland 
column at Ragusa is a square pier in the piazza opposite 
the church o f the Patron Saint, with a statue o f  a knight 
in full armour on one side and a flag-staff on top, from 
which the banner o f the Republic floated on grand 
occasions. T he right arm o f the figure, from the elbow 

1 Matteo Saverio Zamagna, quoted in Gelcich, p. 51.


