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the Monte Sergio opposite. T he ridge slopes gradually 
up from the channel, but drops sheer down on the side 
towards the sea. In an old drawing preserved in the 
library of the Franciscan monastery at Ragusa we see 
the town as it was when it only occupied the ridge. It 
is surrounded by a wall, and divided into two parts by 
another wall. Three extensions o f  the walls are re­
corded previous to the beginning o f  the tw elfth century, 
rendered necessary by the number o f  fugitives who took 
refuge within its walls in ever-increasing numbers. “  T h e  
original city,”  writes Professor Gelcich, “  was limited to 
the centre o f the northern slope o f  the ridge now called 
Santa Maria, which, separating from the M onte Sergio, 
stretches forth in an opposite direction to that o f the 
neighbouring peninsula o f  Lapad ; it comprised the 
quarter o f the town between the diocesan seminary and 
the street leading from the Chiesa del Dom ino to the 
summit o f the ridge.” 1 T h e  earliest extensions were the 
suburbs of Gariste and Pustijerna, the former on the 

estern side, the latter to the east, reaching as far as the 
arbour. Thus the whole rock was occupied and sur­

rounded by a wall. T h e channel which divided it from 
the mainland soon became a marshy field, and finally 
ilried up. A s a protection against the Slavonic settle­
ment on the M onte Sergio a castle was built by the sea, 
on the site o f the present rector’s palace, guarding the 
bridge to the mainland.2 Later the Bosnian colony was 
also absorbed, and the town walls were extended to the 
circuit which they now occupy.

1 Gelcich, Dello Sviluppo Civile d i Ragusa, p. 6.
The castle and bridge are both indicated in the drawing.


