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success. A t  the beginning o f these wars Ragusa was a 
friendly harbour for the Venetian galleys, their most 
southern port o f  call in the Adriatic, where they could 
revictual and their crews rest from the fatigues o f the 
voyage.1 But the Ragusans very soon began to look 
askance at the Venetians as a possible danger to their own 

| independence, and adopted the practice o f  secretly, or 
I even openly, supporting the pirates against the Venetians.
I This naturally caused trouble later when the Venetians 
I were strong enough to act energetically against the 

Narentans : it affords a curious insight into the policy 
I of the Ragusans, who, while anxious to preserve their

*own civilisation and culture, were never averse to 
siding with barbarians, whether they were Narentans 
or Turks, against Christian Powers, especially against 
Venice.

A s early as the reign o f the Doge Giovanni Particiaco I. 
I (829-836) the pirates o f  the Narenta had begun to seize 
I Venetian galleys, and his successor, Pietro Tradonico 
I  (836-864), sent two punitive expeditions against them 
I  without definite result. A fter the Venetian fleet had 
I been defeated by the Saracens, the Dalmatian corsairs 
I  were audacious enough to make a raid on the Lagoons.
■ In 887 the Doge Pietro Candiano I. sent a first un-
■ successful expedition against them, and a few months 

later led a second himself. T his too was defeated, and
I the Doge killed. Probably there was another in 948 
; under Pietro Candiano III., and this time operations 
||were directed against Ragusa itself, i f  we are to believe 
I the native historians, the town being saved only through

1 Gelcich, op. tit., p. 2.


