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Ferrara.! Other impositions were also levied, and
although the dispute was settled soon after, mutual
distrust continued as before.

In 1490 Matthew Corvinus died, and the disap-
pearance of that able and warlike monarch caused a
recrudescence of Twurkish activity in all directions. In
1492 the Republic suffered from the raids of Kosaca’s
renegade son Achmet. Kosata had left large sums of
money at Ragusa in trust for his sons, and Achmet, who
had already received his share, now demanded that it
should be paid over again, and accused the Republic
before the Sultan of having robbed him. Although
the Ragusan ambassadors showed Bayazet Achmet’s
receipt, the Sultan ordered the Republic to pay 100,000
ducats at once. The new King of Hungary, Ladislas II.,
promised help, but as it was not forthcoming the
Republic had to pay.

In 1499 the city was again in danger of a Turkish
attack, and envoys were sent to Hungary to raise a force
of mercenaries. The reasons for this hostility, besides
the usual desire on the part of the Turks to occupy so
excellent a port, were due to the fact that many of the
Bosnian and Herzegovinian nobles who had taken refuge
at Ragusa frequently made raids into the conquered
territory, doing much damage to its new occupants.
The Turks also believed that the Ragusans sometimes
helped even the Venetians. In fact, the reports of the
Ragusan “ exploratores” (spies) and traders in all parts
of the Ottoman dominions were often transmitted to
other Christian potentates besides the King of Hungary.
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