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up the ephemeral Latin Empire o f the East in its place, 
with Baldwin o f  Flanders as Emperor. T h e Doge of 
Venice, Enrico Dandolo, the prime mover and leader 
o f the expedition, became “  lord o f  a quarter and a half 
o f Romania.”  In 1205 the Venetians, at the height o f 
their power, demanded the submission o f Ragusa, which 
was at once tendered. Dandolo (the historian) thus 
describes this fourth surrender :—

“ Tommaso Morosini, who had been nominated 
Patriarch (o f Constantinople) by Innocent III., returned 
to Venice, carrying the Pope’s letters ; he set sail with 
a fleet o f four triremes and made war against the city 
o f Ragusa, who, at the suggestion o f  the Greeks, had 
rebelled against Venice. T he citizens, no longer trusting 
in the strength o f the Greeks, surrendered their city to 
the Venetians.”

T w o other chronicles1 give similar accounts o f the 
event. T he indefatigable “  Esadastes ”  o f course tries to 
prove that Ragusa did not surrender, because the people 
who had held out so bravely and successfully against the 
Saracens 340 years previously would not have tamely sub­
mitted to a squadron o f  four ships commanded by a priest. 
T he Ragusan apologist, however, forgets the enormous 
prestige acquired by the Venetians as a consequence o f 
their exploits in subverting the Eastern Empire, after 
which event Ragusa could not hope to oppose the greatest 
Power in the Adriatic with any chance o f success.2

W ith this act o f  submission ends the first period o f

1 Quoted by Romanin, op. cit., Inc. cit.
" A  further corroboration, if  any were needed, o f the surrender is found 

in the treaty o f friendship between Stephen, Grand 2upan, and Giovanni


