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T h e beginnings o f Dalmatian history are purely 
legendary, and very little is known o f the ethnographical 
character o f its original inhabitants. Wanderers from 
pre-Homeric Greece are said to have settled along its 
shores, followed later by the Liburnii, who had been 
driven from Asia, whence part o f the country was called 
Liburnia by the Romans. In the seventh century B.C. 

a Celtic invasion took place.1 In the fifth and fourth 
centuries b .c . a number o f Greek colonies were planted 
among the islands at Issa (Lissa), Pharos (Lesina), and 
Kerkyra Melaina (Curzola), and others along the coast 
at Epidamnos (D urazzo), Epidauron (Ragusavecchia), 
and Tragyrion (T rau). In the third century Illyria 2 was 
welded by a native ruler into a powerful kingdom, which 
ere long came into contact with the Romans. T he 
latter made several attempts to conquer the country, but 
met with a most stubborn resistance before they finally 
subdued it. In the year 180 b . c . the Dalmatians, a 
people inhabiting the middle part o f  modern Dalmatia,3 
revolted from the Illyrian kingdom and became inde­
pendent. Their territory was comprised between the 
rivers Naro (Narenta) and T itius (K erka) ; beyond the 
latter Liburnia began. During the second and first cen­

1 For traces of the Celtic strain see T. Graham Jackson’s Dalm atia , 
the Quarnero, and Istria, vol. i. p. 2.

2 T he term Illyria or Illyricum comprises far more than the modern or 
even Roman Dalm atia, and corresponds roughly to the whole eastern 
shore of the Adriatic as far as Dyrrhachium, with a hinterland extending 
to Hungary.

3 Their name is connected with the town of Dalmium or Deminium, 
said by some to have been in the interior, by others on the site o f the 
modern Alm issa (formerly called Dalmisia).


