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dent King o f Servia, Bosnia, and Dalmatia. UroS died in 
1224. H is son, Stephen III., captured the town o f Vidin 
or Bdin from the Bulgarians, and the district o f Syrmia 
between the Save and the Danube. H is brother, Ladislas, 
who succeeded him, abandoned Vidin on marrying the 
Bulgarian T sar’s daughter. A  third brother, Stephen IV. 
the Great, succeeded in 1237. W ith Stephen Uro§ II. 
M ilutin (succeeded 1275) Servia is almost at the height 
o f  her power. H e conquered a large part o f  Macedonia, 
capturing the town o f Serres, besieged Salonica in 1285, 
and invaded Albania. H e added Bosnia, which had 
been under Hungarian vassalage, once more to Servia, 
by divorcing his first wife and marrying Elizabeth, the 
daughter o f the King o f Hungary, who gave him Bosnia 
as a dowry. H is grandson, Stephen, who was called 
DuSan or the Strangler, because he had strangled his 
own father,1 succeeded in 1331, and extended his power 
over the greater part o f the Balkan peninsula. H e 
conquered the rest o f  Macedonia and Albania, and re
duced Bulgaria to a state o f vassalage. In 1346 he had 
himself crowned “ Tsar o f the Serbs and Greeks.”  2

Bosnia, which corresponded to the modern region o f 
that name, minus the eastern districts under Servia and 
the north-west corner, was ruled by a Banus who owed 
allegiance to Hungary. T he first Banus, whose name is 
recorded in authentic documents, is Bori6, who reigned 
from 1154 to 1163. During the next twenty years the 
country was under Byzantine suzerainty, represented at

1 This etymology is somewhat doubtful. D u ia also means the soul.
2 B. Kdllay, Gesch.ich.te der Serbcnj W illiam  Miller, The Balkans j  

F. Kanitz, Serbien.


