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tried to resist them later, his attitude contributed not 
a little to the Turkish  conquest o f the South Slavonic 
lands. H is aim was simply to consolidate and extend 
his own dominions at the expense o f his neighbours, and 
he availed him self for this purpose o f  the assistance which 
the T u rks were always only too ready to give. H e also 
proved Ragusa’s most inveterate enemy. In July 1450 
he was still on good terms with the Republic,1 but in 
1451 the first dispute arose. T he cause, according to 
Chalcocondylas, and repeated by Razzi, Gondola, and 
others, was that he had taken to himself a Florentine 
mistress brought into the country by some Italian mer­
chants, and drove his wife H elen from the Court. She 
repaired with her son to Ragusa, and the Duke demanded 
that they should be given up. T h e Republic refused, 
and Kosaca, out o f  revenge, raised duties on Ragusan 
trade, opened salt-markets in the Narenta, reoccupied 
part o f Canali, and laid waste the Republic’s territory. 
A  more likely reason is probably to be found in Kosaia’s 
overmastering ambition. T h e Republic at once demanded 
help o f  the Christian Powers, especially o f H ungary, 
against the heretical Duke, and an envoy was sent to 
the Pope to complain that many Italians were in his 
service. H is Holiness replied by forbidding all good 
Catholics from having anything to do with him. For­
tunately for Ragusa the K ing o f Bosnia was hostile to 
Kosaca on account o f  the indignities to which the latter 
had subjected his wife (the King’s daughter). For the

1 Miklosich, M on. Serb., 441; according to Resti he had had a quarrel 
with the city in 1449 concerning the castle of Soko, which he had tried 
to capture by treachery.


