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or Sabbioncello, as it is now called, which converted
Ragusa from a city-republic, with only a few miles of
territory beyond the walls and some small islands, into
a fairly respectable territorial State. The Punta di
Stagno is a long mountainous peninsula jutting out
from the Dalmatian coast in a north-westerly direction,
with a sort of spur or branch promontory stretching
towards the south-east and forming a deep bay. Its
length is 71.2 km., in breadth it varies from 3.1 km.
to 7.1 km. Parts of the peninsula are very fertile,
especially in vineyards. Its population is to-day over
10,000, and in the Middle Ages it was probably more
considerable. It is joined to the mainland by a narrow
isthmus 1} km. across, with two small towns, Stagno
Grande (Slav. Veliki Ston), looking towards Ragusa, and
Stagno Piccolo (Mali Ston), on the north towards the
Mare di Narenta, each with a good port. On both
shores of the peninsula are other small harbours. On
the southern coast, opposite the island of Curzola, rises
the imposing mass of the Monte Vipera, with the town
of Orebi¢ at its foot. The importance of this territory
for the Ragusans was partly strategical, as it formed a
bulwark against invaders from the north, whether by sea
or by land, and partly commercial, on account of the
valuable salt-pans of Stagno, which afterwards formed
one of the chief sources of revenue for the Republic,
and are still in use to this day. The Punta and the
island of Curzola are the only spots in Europe where
jackals are still to be found. This territory had formed
part of the principality of Hlum, which, as we have seen,
was originally joined to Doclea, and recognised Servian




