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The Senate informed the Hungarian king that the Turks
were besieging Kroia, Skanderbeg’s stronghold, with two
large guns, one of which could throw balls weighing
400 lbs.; the town, however, was well defended by
1500 men, and Skanderbeg was not far off, ever ready
to fall upon the Turks and cut off small detachments
and convoys.! Ragusa had furnished him both with
money and provisions, and he frequently came to the
city to refit. He was now successful, raised the siege
of Kroia, and expelled the Turks from a large part of
the country.

We must now return to Stephen Kosata, Duke of
St. Sava, and his relations with Ragusa. Like so many
other Servian princes he was a Bogomil by religion, and
when Stephen Thomas, King of Bosnia, abjured that heresy
and became a Catholic, many of his Bogomil subjects fled
into the Duchy to escape persecution, and others into
Turkish territory, while his Orthodox subjects took
refuge in Servia. This caused further discords between
Bosnia and Servia, and John Hunyadi cannot be exempted
from the blame of having induced Stephen Thomas to
ill-treat the heretics;*® in fact he actually quarrelled with
the King because the latter relented from his persecutions.
The King’s daughter had married Stephen Kosaca, who
nominally was a vassal of Bosnia, but he hardly recog-
nised his allegiance at all, and styled himself “by the
Grace of God Duke of St. Sava, Lord of Hlum and the
Littoral, Grand Vojvod of the Bosnian kingdom, Count
of the Drina,” &c.® Like his predecessor Sandalj Hrani¢,
he was one of the fatal men of the Balkans; although he
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