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was Suleiman Beg, a Bosnian renegade, while the Venetians 
were led by Andrea Loredano, and their allies by Ivan 
Crnojevnic, a Montenegrin. H ostilities began with the 
defeat o f the Turkish  fleet at the mouth o f  the Boiana 
by Gritti, but by M ay the enemy had invested the town. 
T h e  garrison consisted o f only 1300 men, while it con
tained 700 non-combatants, but it was well provided 
with arms, ammunition, and food. T h e  besiegers 
brought up much heavy artillery drawn by camels. 
T h e Ragusan Senate was convinced that i f  Scutari fell 
it was all up with Albania and Dalmatia, and that even 
Italy would be in danger. T he T u rk s delivered an 
attack and effected a breach in the w a lls; the garrison 
not wishing to exhaust themselves, waited until the 
enemy had entered, and then fell upon them with 
such fury that they drove them back, killing 2000 
and wounding an immense number. Suleiman Beg 
announced this disaster to the Sultan, and then abandoned 
the siege, having lost 7000 men killed and 14,000 
wounded in all. A s  some Ragusans had taken part in 
the defence, the Sultan again raised the Republic’s tribute 
to 10,000 ducats.1 In 1477 the T u rks attacked Kroia, 
Skanderbeg’s old stronghold, and as the Venetians could 
not relieve it, it fell, while numerous bodies o f Turkish 
cavalry made inroads into Friuli from Bosnia. T he 
Venetians finally made peace, giving up Scutari and 
Kroia, and agreeing to pay 10,000 ducats a year for 
trading rights in the Turkish  dominions. T h ey  now 
held only Durazzo, Antivari, and Butrinto, all the rest 
o f Albania being occupied by the enemy.

1 Hammer-Purgstall, iii. 191.
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