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T h e houses and churches o f  the Isola di M ezzo were all 
in ruins, as may be seen to this day, and many o f the 
inhabitants were killed.1 Stagno too was much damaged, 
and in the rest o f  Dalmatia the earthquake was equally 
severe. A t  Cattaro, according to Professor Gelcich, the 
ruin was even more widespread than at Ragusa itself.

In the meanwhile the news o f  this disaster had spread 
all over Europe, and help began to arrive from various 
quarters. T h e  Empire, France, Spain, and several o f 
the Italian States sent contributions in money, building 
materials, and men to help clear away the ruins. T he 
Pope was the first in the field, and sent a body o f  troops 
to maintain order, and G iulio Cerruti, the engineer o f 
Castel Sant’ Angelo.2 T h e latter was sent to report on 
the advisability o f  transferring the population and the 
seat o f  the Government to Gravosa, but although he de­
clared that that spot was very suitable, the majority o f  the 
survivors were still too much attached to their old home, 
ruined as it was, to desire to settle elsewhere. T h e pro­
posal was dropped, and in fact, when the citizens came to 
take stock o f  the situation, they found that things were not 
quite so hopeless as they had at first appeared. Some five 
thousand people had been killed, but there must have been 
more survivors than the 625 mentioned by the anonymous 
author o f  the Relatione, i f  we accept R azzi’s estimate o f  
the population at 30,000 in 1578. It may have decreased 
to some extent during the ensuing ninety years, but even

1 T he population of the island before the earthquake is said to have 
been 14,000, but this is probably an exaggerated estimate. It now barely 
supports 500.

2 Gelcich, 98.


