
C H A PT E R  II

T H E  F O U N D A T I O N  A N D  E A R L Y  H I S T O R Y  

O F  T H E  C I T Y  (6 5 6 -12 0 4 )

W E  have alluded to the destruction by the Avars 
o f Salona and Epidaurum ,1 and the flight of 
their inhabitants to the new settlements. O f  

Salona extensive ruins remain, but with regard to the 
site o f Epidaurum there is a division o f opinion among 
archaeologists. It is generally held that the remains at 
or near the village o f  Ragusavecchia, a few miles to the 
south-east o f Ragusa, are those o f the ancient Epidaurum . 
In the neighbouring valley o f Canali (Slavonic, Konavli) 
there are the ruins o f a Roman aqueduct. T h e name 
Ragusavecchia corroborates the tradition that it was the 
original home o f  the Ragusans; while its Slavonic name, 
Cavtat, is undoubtedly derived from  the Latin civitas. 
Some archaeologists, however, have doubts as to this 
point, and Professor Giuseppe Gelcich, than whom no 
greater authority on Dalmatian history exists, is o f  
opinion that Epidaurum must be sought for somewhere 
on the Sutorina promontory in the Bocche di Cattaro. 
Fragments o f Roman brickwork and mosaic pavement 
have been found there too ; and according to Professor 
Gelcich, the Canali aqueduct is so built that it must have

1 This form is preferred by Professor J ire iek  tQ Epidaurus.
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