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Doge and the Count. The latter returns to the piazza
with the standard, to receive the homage of the people,
who, after the standard of St. Mark has been raised,
swear to maintain the pact made with the Venetian Re-
public. One citizen shouts, another shouts, all shout
together: ‘Long live our Lord N.N., the magnificent
Doge of Venice !’ and all and sundry in Ragusa and its
territory vow to be loyal to the said Doge and the Com-
mune of Venice for ever, gladly accepting the standard of
the blessed St. Mark the Evangelist presented unto them
by the lord Doge himself.” *

This account gives us a vivid picture of medizval
municipal life with all its picturesque splendour and its
characteristic admixture of religion and politics. The
piazza of Ragusa, with what was then the castle, the im-
posing church, the frowning walls, and the small wooden
houses—for it was still mostly of timber—-formed a suit-
able setting for the ceremony.

The Count was assisted by two lieutenants or vis-
counts, usually, but not invariably, Venetians, each of
whom received a salary of fifty Venetian pounds, paid by
the Ragusans, and two new suits of State robes every year.
The Count remained in office on an average two years,
and during his tenure he might not leave the city even
for a single day. He could, however, obtain special
permission from Venice to leave Ragusa for not more
than eight days, but only on public business, such as
arranging treaties with neighbouring princes.

Apparently there was another break in Venetian rule
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