
38 TH E REPUBLIC OF RAGUSA

end,1 the last o f them having apparently received notice 
to quit from the Ragusans themselves, who sent him 
home in one o f  their own galleys, with many gifts, as a 
reward, “ Esasdastes” says ironically, for having ruled 
the city so well for thirty years; but he adds the follow­
ing extract from an early chronicle :—

“  These counts had begun to tyrannise, and, moreover, 
Ragusa being at war with the Bosnians, five hundred 
soldiers who had come from Venice to aid us outraged 
our women and committed countless robberies. T o  free 
the city from them the Council ordered them to be so 
placed in the van o f the army that they should all be 
killed. T his stratagem having succeeded, they sent the 
Venetian rector back to Venice.”

Whether this story be true or not, it is characteristic 
both o f the customs o f the time and o f  the feelings with 
which the Ragusans ever regarded the Venetians. For 
the latter and their government no native historian ever 
has a good word to say.

T he reason why the Venetians submitted so tamely 
to being turned out o f Ragusa lies in the general situa­
tion o f affairs in Dalmatia. In 1148 Venice had formed 
an alliance with the Emperor Manuel Comnenus against 
the Normans, whose incursions in the Adriatic consti­
tuted a menace for both Pow ers; but Venetians and 
Greeks were on the worst o f  terms, and at the siege o f 
Corfu the Emperor’s name had been grossly insulted. 
Manuel vowed vengeance on his allies, and sent emissaries 
to stir up the Dalmatians against Venice. T h e latter 
was at war on the mainland with H ungary and in Syria,

1 Serafino Razzi, Storia d i Raugia.


