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Robinja, or the Slave girl, of which the subject is an
episode of the Turkish wars.! He also wrote an ode in
praise of Ragusa, of which the following is an extract :
“ My songs cannot in any way tell of all the lands with
which the famous Ragusa trades. Over mountains and
through forests, all the world over, does she send her
merchants without let or hindrance, through lands where
the sun shines from afar, where it burns moderately, and
where it blazes overmuch. All receive the wares which
they peacefully bring, and what is given in exchange
they peacefully carry away. Worthy is the city that
she should everywhere be praised, that God and men
should bless her!”

Nikola Vetranié-Cavéié (1482-1576) was much ad-
mired as a poet. He belonged to a noble Ragusan
family, and was abbot of a monastery, but later in life
he retired to a hermitage on a small island off the coast,
where he continued to write poetry and keep up his
intercourse with literary friends. His Sacrifice of Abra-
ham is considered one of the best of the Slavonic mystery
plays, for it contains really artistic presentations of
character and situations, while some of the episodes
begin to resemble Servian popular poetry. In a poem
called Remeta, or the Hermit, he describes his island
retreat, and in the Pumik (the Wanderer) Ragusan
scenery. His lwlija is an ode to Italy, in which he
shows that the Ragusans considered themselves almost
Italians, for he hopes that her ancient glory may return

1 In this, as in other works by Ragusans, no animus against the
Turk is displayed. He was regarded by the Ragusans as a law of
nature rather than as an enemy, and a wholesome fear made them
careful to avoid doing or even saying anything to offend him.
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