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General Sebastiani, had so much influence with the Porte 
that K iriko had been obliged to remove the Ragusan arms 
from his house, and to request the Ragusan ship-captains 
to substitute the tricolor for the banner o f St. Blaize. 
For this the Republic dismissed him from his office, and 
sent Antonio Natali to inform the Sultan o f the dangers 
which menaced “ the oldest and most faithful tributary 
o f  the Porte.”  On December 21 Lauriston informed 
the M inor Council that Ragusan ships must take out 
Italian patents within three days on pain o f being seized 
on leaving the port. T h e Senate replied that it could 
not take such a step without consulting the Ottoman 
Government. T w o days later Lauriston left Ragusa, 
and on the 26th Colonel Godart put up a notice declaring 
that any captain who did not hoist the Italian colours at 
once would be imprisoned. On January 2, 1808, General 
Clauzel took command o f Ragusa, and on the 6th the 
tricolor was hoisted on the flagstaff in the Piazza. T h e 
Senate tried to send Count Caboga to the Emperor o f 
Austria, but Clauzel prevented his departure. Urgent 
messages were despatched to Constantinople, and over­
tures were even made to Tim oni. “  Consul,”  they said 
significantly, “  Ragusans or Austrians.” T h e  Pasha o f 
Bosnia was also approached, but he was friendly to the 
French, and informed them o f all the Ragusans’ com­
munications. On the 30th Marmont returned to Ragusa, 
and summoned the Senate, saying that he had a declaration 
to make. “  T he Council,”  writes Tim oni, “  gathered to­
gether in less than an hour, and Colonel Delort repaired to 
the Palace, followed by the Consul Bru£re, the war com­
missary, the commander o f the garrison, the interpreter


