
2Óo TH E REPUBLIC OF RAGUSA

Rhodes. But the Sultan was pacified, and he returned 
the ships and granted the Ragusans permission to trade 
with the East Indies through E gyp t and Syria. In 1 509 
the Republic had availed itself o f  Venice’s difficulties con­
sequent on the League o f  Cambrai to obtain the removal 
o f trade restrictions, and it provided Venice with grain 
and war stores in return.1 T h e  following year it in­
formed the Venetian Government that the Sultan had 
made a truce with H ungary in order to wrest Dalmatia 
from them. In 15 12 the Sultan once more raised the 
tribute from 3000 to 5000 ducats, and threatened the 
city with an expedition o f  500 sail, probably in conse­
quence o f  the assistance given to V enice; but again the 
danger passed off.

In 1520 an earthquake, far more severe than any 
shock hitherto experienced, occurred, and did damage 
valued at 100,000 ducats in the town, and 50,000 in the 
neighbourhood. T h e  M onte Bergato seemed about to 
fall and overwhelm Ragusa, “ but the city was saved 
through the intervention o f  the San Biagio and o f  the 
Blessed V irgin.”  2 T w enty persons were killed and many 
injured. T h e  little chapel o f San Salvatore was erected 
as a votive offering to express the gratitude o f  the citi­
zens at the salvation o f the town. Six years later a 
terrible pestilence broke out, and wrought fearful havoc 
in spite o f  the precautions taken to isolate the sick. T h e 
death-rate was about 100 a day,3 and in all 164 nobles, 
184 monks and nuns, and 20,000 other citizens died. 
T h e  city was abandoned by all save a guard o f soldiers

1 Engel, § 41.
3 Engel, § 42.

2 Razzi.


