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Adoptionist creed.1 Paulician colonies have been settled 
in Europe as early as the ninth century by the Emperor 
Constantine Copronymus, and the heresy spread to 
Bulgaria, Servia, Bosnia, and Macedonia. In his H is­
tory o f the Bulgarians, Prof. C. J. Jireiek gives an 
account of the beliefs o f  the Bogomils according to the 
researches o f various Slavonic scholars. T h ey  believed 
in the existence o f two principles, equal in age and 
power, one good personified in God, and one evil per­
sonified in Satan. T h ey recognised the New Testament, 
but not the Old. A ll matter and all the visible world 
were essentially e v il; the body o f  Christ was only an 
apparent, not a real, body. T he sacraments were 
corporeal, therefore evil. T h ey  had no hierarchy, but 
an executive consisting o f  a bishop and two grades o f 
Apostles. Besides the ordinary Bogomils there was a 
special order o f  the Perfect, who renounced all worldly 
possessions, marriage, animal food, and lived like 
hermits. T hey had no churches or images. T hey 
had a deathbed ceremony, without which one went 
to hell. T hey did not believe in purgatory.2 But, 
as Prof. Bury remarks, it is doubtful if  this is a true 
presentation o f  the Bogom il creed. H ardly any o f 
their books o f ritual survive, and all the accounts o f  
them which have been preserved are written by their 
prosecutors. It is more probable that they were a 
monotheistic sect, believing in one God only, and 
rejecting the Trinity. This view is supported by the

1 For the Paulicians, see Conybeare’s Key oj Truth , and Bury’s 
edition of Gibbon’s Decline and F a ll, vol. vi., Appendix 6, p. 540.

2 Jirecek, Geschichte der Bulgaren, pp. 176 sqq.


