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being still important, and partly because she hoped that 
the cause o f Christendom in the Western Balkans might 
yet triumph under Hungarian auspices.

On the other hand, the old jealousy o f  Venice was by 
no means dead, and the Ragusans were suspicious of her 
every movement, fearing that by a coup de main she might 
capture the city, and thus unite her Dalmatian possessions 
with Cattaro and gain an unbroken line o f  posts all down 
the Adriatic. T h at Ragusa’s fears o f Venetian hostility 
were not groundless became manifest the following year. 
Venice was then at war with Alfonso o f  Ferrara; the 
causes o f  that war offer a curious parallel with those 
o f Venetian hostility towards Ragusa. L ike Ragusa, 
Ferrara was an independent State placed between the 
main Venetian possessions and an outpost— in this case 
Ravenna. In addition there were disagreements on 
account o f  the salt monopoly and the navigation dues, 
as in the case o f  Ragusa. A  Venetian flotilla was 
blockading the entrance to the Po and besieging the 
city. Some Ragusan galleys happened to be up the 
river, and were detained by Ippolito d ’Este, who utilised 
them and their crews for the defence. W hen the 
Venetian fleet under A ngelo Trevisan attempted to sail 
in it was repulsed by the shore batteries, with the help, 
it is said, o f  the Ragusan gunners. T he Venetian 
Government out o f revenge issued a decree which greatly 
hampered Ragusan trade with Venice and her possessions 
(September 21, 1484). Ragusan residents and merchants 
were expelled from Venice, and all Ragusan ships forced 
to pay 100 ducats as anchorage dues, while some o f them 
were seized as compensation for the damage suffered at
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