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stantinople, travelled through the Balkans by the Spalato
route in 1550, employing fifty-two days between Spalato
and the Turkish capital, of which three were spent at
Novibazar and six at Sofia. He adds that without
baggage the journey may be accomplished in one month,
and from Ragusa in twenty-five days, while the Vlach
runners do it in fifteen. An anonymous traveller
describes the route from Ragusa to Constantinople via
Dulcigno, San Sergio on the Boiana, Prizren, the plain
of Kossovo, Uskiib, Tatarbaric, Philippopolis, and
Adrianople, which he accomplished in forty-five days.

Trade with Italy continued to develop and expand
on the same lines as before, and late in the fourteenth
century direct intercourse with Florence was established.
In 1406 the Florentine Government declared that the
Ragusans had brought so much silver to Florence (from
the Balkan mines) “ that we have almost purchased Pisa
with it.” ' In 1429 a five years’ treaty between the two
Republics was concluded, the Ragusans agreeing to bring
gold, silver, skins, wax, and other Balkan produce to
Florence in exchange for Italian wares.> Relations were
maintained owing to the frequent visits of the Florentine
ambassadors on their way to Constantinople, and many
Florentine merchants resided in the town. Apparently
the Pazzi family had property there, and after the famous
conspiracy the Florentine Government desired to confis-
cate it. In 1479 an envoy was sent to Constantinople to
obtain the extradition of one of Giuliano dei Medici’s
murderers ; he was instructed to stop at Ragusa on the
way to get a guide who knew Turkey “ persona pratica

1 Makushev, 0p. cit., 345. 2 Jbid., 440.




