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“  T h e existing Government is maintained ; it will 
fulfil the same functions and have the same attributions 
as before; its relations with States friendly to France or 
neutral will remain on the same footing.

“  M . Bru£re, commissioner o f  commercial relations 
(consul), w ill act as Imperial Commissary to the Senate.

“ A l e x . L a u r i s t o n .

. “  R a g u s a ,  May 28, 1806.”

This coup de main was most successful, but Lauriston 
did not execute the rest o f his programme by attacking 
Cattaro, for he was him self besieged in Ragusa instead.

H is forces amounted, as I have said, to about 800 
men, but he sent to M olitor at Zara for reinforcements 
and supplies, which arrived from Spalato soon a fte r ; the 
garrison was thus raised to 2000. Rugusa was put in a 
state o f defence, the guns in the arsenal were mounted, 
a cargo o f powder for the T u rks seized, and the Ragusa- 
vecchia-Obod line held by 200 Frenchmen. A  few days 
later the Montenegrins and Orthodox Bocchesi, instig­
ated by the Russians, advanced into Canali, which they 
proceeded to pillage, while 500 more landed from Rus­
sian ships near Ragusavecchia. T he French drove them 
back, but fearing to be cut off i f  the Russians landed at 
Breno, they withdrew to that point, and then to Bergato, 
where they were joined by reinforcements under General 
Delgorgue. T h e  Russian squadron sailed up and landed 
a force at Breno, which encouraged the Montenegrins to 
attack Delgorgue. H e was hard pressed by the enemy, 
who availed themselves o f  every inch o f  cover. On June 
17 he attempted a bayonet charge, which failed, and


