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and the crews of two galleys remaining in the port.
The Senate held its sittings at Gravosa, and the popu-
lation only returned after twenty months.! Shortly after
a pirate fleet of twenty-four sail appeared off Molonta
threatening the town. But in spite of the disorganisa-
tion caused by the plague the Government was able
to fit out a fleet of ten large ships, two galleys, one
barque, and eighteen brigantines, under the command of
Marino Zamagna, who, with the help of two Venetian
ships, drove the pirates out of the Adriatic.

The year 1526 was a momentous one for Christen-
dom. The Turkish wars with Hungary had been going
on intermittently for many years, now one side gaining
the advantage now the other, but no decisive operations
had taken place recently. In Bosnia, the fortress of
Jajce became the centre of the fighting, and was again
and again besieged by the Turks, who were again and
again repulsed with heavy loss. Besides Jajce, the
Hungarians held a strip of territory south of the Save,
including the fortresses of Zvornik, Szabics, and Bel-
grad. When Suleiman the Magnificent ascended the
throne of Othman in 1520, he determined to seize
these strongholds so as to open the way into Hun-
gary. He collected a powerful army, and led it in
person into the Banate. Szabics was the first to fall,
in 1521 ; Semlin, Slankamen, Mitrovié¢, Zvornik, Tesanj,
and Sokol were next captured, and after a long siege
Belgrad was taken by treachery. But the attack on
Jajce, which was defended by the gallant Peter Keglevi¢,
failed completely. A second attack on Jajce was equally

! Razzi, ad ann., 1526.



