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T he Russians, thus deceived as to the strength o f  the 
French, abandoned M onte Sergio, and together with the 
Montenegrins fled to the coast and embarked on board 
ship. T h e French were received at Ragusa with much 
show o f enthusiasm, for although a large part o f the 
population had no sympathy with them, they rejoiced 
that the siege was at an end, and the fear o f  a sack o f 
the town by the Montenegrins removed.

M olitor returned to Zara, Lauriston remaining behind 
to organise the French protectorate at Ragusa. H e 
discovered that the Senate had sent an agent to Con
stantinople with a report bitterly reviling the French, 
another to Vienna and St. Petersburg asking for inter
vention in favour o f  Ragusa, and a third to Paris with a 
humble letter to Napoleon, and instructions to ask the 
Turkish  ambassador to protest against the occupation o f 
a State tributary to the Porte. H e also learned that the 
Republic had deposited 700,000 florins in Schuller’s 
bank at Vienna, o f which a part had been withdrawn in 
March and June. T h e  French Commissary there
upon declared that henceforth all affairs dealt with by 
the Senate and the M inor Council should be first com
municated to him, and that no payments were to be 
made without his authority.

Although Lauriston in his proclamation o f  M ay 29,
1806, had promised that Ragusa would be evacuated when 
peace was declared, the French had no intention o f  doing 
so, and on July 21 Napoleon wrote to Eugene Beauhar- 
nais: “ Y ou  will make General Lauriston observe that if
I have said in the treaty (the peace o f  Oubril, which the 
Tsar afterwards refused to ratify) that I recognise the


