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now very formidable. But he also knew that its inhabit
ants lived entirely by trade, and he determined to injure 
them by establishing a rival trading centre at the entrance 
o f  the Bocche, making it the chief port and the com
mercial capital o f  Bosnia. H e called it Sveti Stjepan 
(San Stefano), but the name was soon changed to Novi, 
and then to Erzegnovi (Castelnuovo). In violation o f  his 
treaties with Ragusa he opened salt-pans at Castelnuovo, 
which soon became an important trading station not only 
for the neighbourhood, but for the whole o f Dalmatia 
and Croatia. T he Ragusans complained bitterly, and as 
they obtained Hungarian support, T v rtk o  deemed it 
prudent to give way for the moment, and he promised to 
close the salt market.1 But again in 1383 he re-opened 
it, and the Republic sent Pietro Gondola and Stefano 
Luccari to Budapest to complain o f  this breach o f the 
treaty to Queen Mary. T h e  latter at once issued a 
decree forbidding the inhabitants o f  Dalmatia and Croatia 
to trade at N ovi.2

T vrtko , not feeling yet strong enough to attack 
Ragusa openly, allied himself with the Venetians. The 
latter sold him a large galley fully armed and equipped, 
and allowed him to have two others built in Venice, sent 
Niccolò Baseio to him as admiral, and made him honorary 
citizen o f the Republic.3 These movements disturbed 
not only Ragusa, but also the two Hungarian queens, 
who feared that T vrtk o  might avail himself o f  the dis
content in Croatia and Dalmatia to raise further trouble.
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