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Vukasin and his brother fell with the flower of the
Servian chivalry.! The Turks now overran Macedonia
and Servia, and forced Marko Kraljevié¢, Vukasin’s eldest
son, and other Slave princes to pay tribute to them.
The vassals who had hitherto obeyed Vukasin now
rebelled against his son, and the Servian Empire was
definitely broken up, while the Turks became ever more
powerful.

The exchange of Hungarian supremacy in the place
of that of Venice brought about less change in the
internal situation of Ragusa than might have been
expected, but the dignity of the Republic was enhanced
by the further extension of its autonomy, for it now
becomes to all intents and purposes an independent
State. When the last Venetian Count departed a com-
mission of three Rectors, elected by the citizens, was
appointed to carry on the affairs of the Government, and
they were to be changed every two months. But a few
months later the number was reduced to one,? and his
tenure of office limited to one month. Formerly, in the
periods during which Ragusa had been independent, the
ruler of the State had held office for six months, and
had enjoyed considerable authority. But the example of
Damiano Juda had made the citizens chary of entrusting
their destinies to a too powerful magistrate, and they
now curtailed his initiative till he became a mere figure-
head. His chief duties were the safe-keeping of the
keys of the castles and of the State seals, the summoning

1 Klaié, p. 199 ; Gelcich, La Zedda, p. 8o.
2 After the year 1358 the Reformationes allude to the Recfor, and no
longer to the Rectores.
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