
CHAPTER XIII

A R T  S I N C E  T H E  Y E A R  1358

A F T E R  the departure o f  the last Venetian Count 
L \  from Ragusa in 1358, although Hungarian polit- 

ical supremacy succeeded to that o f Venice, the 
artistic and civilising influence o f the M ost Serene Republic 
survived,and its impress in the town is unmistakable to this 
day. T h e  pointed arches in the Venetian Gothic style, the 
carved balconies, the two-light and three-light windows, 
the general character o f the stonework and sculpture, in 
spite o f  certain distinctive features, bear witness to the 
strength o f Venetian example. Venice was the nearest 
centre o f  civilisation to Ragusa, and the fountain-head of 
art. In spite o f the jealousy and suspicion which the 
little Republic always felt towards its powerful neigh­
bour, many Ragusan artists received their training in 
Venice, while many Venetians came to execute work on 
the public and private buildings o f Ragusa. Venice 
was not, however, the only city which thus influenced 
R agusa; other Italian towns, such as Ancona, Florence, 
Padua, and Naples, contributed towards her artistic de­
velopment, in which even H ungary had some small 
share.

T h e  most important and interesting building in the 
town is undoubtedly the Rector’s Palace, which is to 
Ragusa what the Ducal Palace is to Venice. It was com-
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