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were the official languages, but the inhabitants of the
surrounding country were Serbs. It was the centre of
the archiepiscopal see of Northern Albania. After the
Turkish conquest its importance was reduced to #i/, and
nearly all the noble families either died out or emigrated
to Ragusa. It is not easy to realise that the actual
Montenegrin village was once a busy commercial city.
Nothing but a few escutcheons on some of the houses
bear witness to its past magnificence.

A few miles farther south is Dulcigno,' which was
also an autonomous oligarchical Republic, albeit less
important than Antivari. Here the Roman element was
always mixed with the Albanian. After the Turkish
conquest it became a nest of pirates. Close by was the
Golfo dello Drino, into which the two rivers Bojana and
Drim (Drino) flowed. FEighteen miles up the course of
the former was the great Benedictine monastery of San
Serge and St. Bacchus, round which stood warehouses,
customs offices, salt stores, shops, and booths, forming a
centre called San Sergio by the Italians, Sveti Srgj by the
Serbs; it retained its importance until the sixteenth
century.” At the time of Queen Helena, the widow of
Stephen Uros I., the settlement was under a ‘‘ Bajulus
Regine at Portum Sancti Sergii.”® Here the ships
unloaded their cargoes, which were forwarded to all

1 Ulcinium, Dulcinium ; in Slavonic, Olgun ; in Albanian, Ulkin.

2 On the site of San Sergio is the village of Obotti, which has of late
acquired some prominence since an Italian steamship company has
established a service up the Bojana for developing Italian trade. An
Austrian company has imitated its example, and it seems as if there was
a chance of reviving the old trade routes once more although of course

they can never regain their old importance so long as the Turks continue
to misgovern the land. 3 1290. Jireéek, op. cit., p. 65.




