
VENETIAN SUPREMACY

Trail and Spalato. Pope Benedict X II. ordered the 
Croatian barons to make war on the heretics (1337), but 
they were too busy fighting among themselves to achieve 
much result. But the Banus Stephen declared himself a 
good Catholic in 1340, and protected the Roman Church 
in Bosnia once more, agreeing to the establishment o f 
two more bishoprics. W e hear little more o f  the heresy 
after this date until the crusade o f  1360.'

T h e Ragusan Church suffered in consequence o f the 
heterodoxy o f  so many o f  the Slave princes, and no 
longer received rich gifts from them. On the other hand, 
both on account o f  its convenient situation and because 
it was a stronghold o f Catholicism, the town became the 
centre o f all this missionary activity. In 1225 the 
Dominican Order was established at Ragusa, and occupied 
a small house attached to the church o f  S. Giacomo in 
Peline. W hen the Order became more numerous it 
removed to the Ploce quarter, where a large new church 
was erected for it in 1306, and a monastery about 1345. 
T he Franciscans first came to Ragusa in 1235, twenty- 
eight years after the foundation o f the Order by St. 
Francis o f  Assisi, who is said to have visited the city 
himself on his return from the H oly  Land, although 
there is no foundation for the legend. In 1250 a 
monastery was built for them outside the Porta P ile ; it 
was destroyed by the Serbs during the raid o f  1319 .2 
A  concession o f land was granted to them within the 
walls in the M enze quarter, and by the middle o f the 
fourteenth century they were established in the large,

1 Klaic, op. cit., iii, iv, v, vii, and viii.
2 Lib. Ref., v., April 14, 1319, p. 139.
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