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gift o f  12,500 ducats to the Sultan and 500 to his 
Ministers as a bribe, while it agreed to pay an additional 
100 a year to A liza, the newly-appointed Sandjakbeg 
o f the Herzegovina. It is said that A liza  had already 
come to an understanding with the commander o f  the 
Hungarian guard in Ragusa to enter the town, but the 
Senate discovered the plot in time, and had the traitor 
strangled, together with two accomplices.1 A  Ragusan 
citizen named G. Niccolò Palmotta was put to death for 
intriguing with the T urks at Castelnuovo.

W ith  the conquest o f  the Herzegovina Ragusa’s 
relations with the T urks became more intimate. T h e 
whole o f  Bosnia, save Jajce and the surrounding district, 
the H erzegovina, all Albania excepting a few Venetian 
towns, parts o f  Croatia, Slavonia, and H ungary were in 
Turkish  hands. Dalmatia as far as the Narenta’s mouth 
was still Venetian, and so was Cattaro, although a strip 
o f  the coast o f  the Bocche, including Castelnuovo, was 
held by the T urks. Ragusa’s land frontier was thus 
encompassed on all sides by the Infidel save in the 
north, where the marshy delta o f the Narenta divided 
it from Venetian territory. H ungary was weak on her 
southern border, and much occupied with the German 
wars in the north ; but although Ragusa could hope for 
little help in that quarter, she kept on good terms with 
the King, and continued to furnish him with information 
as to the movements o f  the enemy, and to pay him the 
tribute o f  500 ducats at irregular intervals. T his she 
did partly for commercial reasons, the Hungarian trade

1 Engel, § 40.


