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P r in t ed  f o r  the War Cabinet. November  1017.

SECR ET  

I.C.-32

PROCÈS-VERBAL OF  A C O N F E R E N C E  H ELD  AT T H E  IT A LIA N  HEAT1.

Q U A R T ER S  AT PESCH1ERA ON  TH U RSDAY M ORN IN G , N OV EM BER 8,

1917, W H IC H  W AS ATTEN DED  BY I1IS M A JEST Y  T H E  K IV G  OF

IT A LY  AND THE FO LL O W IN G  M EM BERS O F  T H E  B R IT ISH , FR E N C H ,

AND IT A LIA N  G O V E R N M E N T S :—

France .  | I ta ly .

M. Painlevé, President of Signor O r l a n d o , Président 

the Council. j of the Council.

M. Franklin  Bouillon, Baron Sonnixo, Minister

Minister of State and for Foreign Affairs.
Member of the War 
Committee. | Signor Bisollati.

T IÏÊ  KINTG OF IT A LY , at the outset, expressed his great regret that the art vice 

of Mr. Lloyd George had not been followed and that the Allies had not made use of 
the Italian campaign to crush Austrian resistance. He had fully shared the view t.f 

Mr. Lloyd George, and regretted deeply that, whereas a few months ago Austria was 
on the point of breaking down, she had had the opportunity, with German assistance, 
of turning the tables on Italy.

M R  LLO YD  G FO R G E  regretted that His Majesty was not present at the Rome 
Conference, where he had strongly urged his views in favour of a combined move on 

the Italian front.

T H E  K IN G  O F  IT A LY  agreed with Mr. Lloyd George’s remarks, and added 
that he did not always have the opportunity of having his own views carried out. The 

K ing then went on to give an account from his personal observation of the breakdown 
of- the Italian army under the combined A ustro-Gcrman attack. The main causes of 

the Italian failure he attributed to—

(a.) A very thick fog which prevailed on the day of the attack on the northern 

flank of the Italian army, and which made the use of the artillery 

impossible.
(/>.) The absence of highly trained professional officers who could properly 

manoeuvre the Army when the retreat commenced.

He said that the Italian army had lost approximately 30,000 officers during the 

war, and that the younger officers had not been properly trained and could not handle 
their men under the difficult conditions which arose with the retreat. The men again 

were also insufficiently trained, and were really only fit to hold trenches and to make a 
simnle advance. Thev had not heen sufficientlv instructed to manœuvre for purposes

x x x .  L 'in izio  del « verbale » di Peschiera.

England,

The R ight Hon. D. Lloyd 

Georoe, M.P., Prime | 
Minister.

Lieutenant - General the 

R ight Hon. J .  C. Smuts, i/ r •
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